Tetanus-like syndrome secondary to metoclopramide administration.
A case of metoclopramide-induced pseudotetanus in a 24-year-old woman is described. Symptoms included flexor spasms of the neck muscles, neck pain, left deviation of the lower jaw and tongue protrusion. Tetanus was initially suspected. Mydriasis, hyperhydrosis and clinical observation indicated that this syndrome could be caused by metoclopramide taken for gastrointestinal symptoms. Orphenadrine hydrochloride, diazepam and ketoprofen completely resolved the symptoms. Pseudotetanus presents in many different ways, and it is sometimes very hard to distinguish it from infective tetanus, which is very difficult to diagnose. Physicians using metoclopramide should be aware of its adverse effects and how to treat them.